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“Welcome from the Sponsors

Pepco's Edison Place headquarters is the first major office building in Washington, D.C., to
be designed by a minority-owned architectural firm; Devrouax & Purnell. The Pepco
Edison Place Gallery is located in Penn Quarter, a cultural centerpiece of DC. With exhibits
from a diverse array of area groups, the Gallery joins the dynamic yet historic downtown
heart of Washington. The mission of Pepco's Edison Place Gallery is to work with nonprofit
arts organizations to sponsor a series of diverse, high quality art exhibits on behalf of the
community we serve. Pepco also works with local governments to support school enrich-
ment programs, aid to the less fortunate and many other community needs.

The Gallery is located in Penn Quarter, a cultural centerpiece of DC at 702 Eighth Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20001. Open Noon to 4pm, Tuesday to Friday. Admission is free.

- Debbi Jarvis, VP
Corporate Citizenship and Social Responsibility, Pepco Holdings, Inc.

Black Artists of DC was founded in 1999 by Viola Leak (Textiles), “Planta” Jacquline Reeder
(Painting and Drawing), and “Aziza” Claudia Gibson-Hunter (Printmaking, Painting). The
first meeting was held at the home of Viola Leek and was attended by about 10 artists.
Six years later Black artists of DC was a group with a mailing list of over 125 artists, and an
internet group site of over 90 working artists, curators, art enthusiasts and gallery owners
from Washington DC, Maryland and Virginia. Artists have joined from other states,
however the focus is on artists residing in the DC area. Today the list serve reaches out to
over 450 artists. The work from these artists: masters, emerging, student, and novice, is
growing stronger through the encouragement of each other.

The work spans all media, subject matter, and styles. BADC is open to Black artists from DC
as well as Black artists who have lived, were educated or worked in DC. There was a strong
emphasis on artists who attended Howard University. BADC’s membership includes males
and females of African descent from America, South America, Africa, and the Caribbean.

- Carol Rhodes Dyson
President, BADC

Art Impact USA is an artist organization dedicated to creating synergistic relationships
between artists, non-profits and corporations in order to establish opportunities for artists
to exhibit. Art Impact USA’s mission is to be a positive force in the community using art to
benefit everyone during the process of bringing art from the artist to the collector.

Art Impact USA is here promoting and curating an independent exhibition, Light of the
Ancestors. Deconstructing the established norms, a new breed of Artist-Curators has
emerged. Art Impact USA operates outside of convention or orthodoxy, a form of freedom
an institutional Curator may not find. This freedom and creation of new circumstance is
what appeals to these Artist-Curators who slide between creating their own work and
curating the work of others.
- Carolyn Goodridge
President, Art Impact USA

Cover image: Romancing the Strings, courtesy of the artist, Phyllis Stephens



Curator's Statement

Light of the Ancestors exhibition enlightens audiences of the exquisiteness of the people of the African
Diaspora. As a beacon of light and hope for Black History month this show is not about the past offenses of
others but the current day strength, light and hope of the ancestors’ children. Seventy artists have come
together to express how the ancestors have inspired and uplifted them.

Ethnic oppression is a hot topic, alongside dark and ignorant rhetoric especially during Black History month.
To flip the script, this colossal exhibition of one hundred works of art are all wonderful expressions of each
artist’s "Light", spaced out over a 4,000sf gallery. This show is a place where audiences can come for balance,
to see the "Light" and authentic beauty of African American inspiration.

Light of the Ancestors exhibition's theme encompasses the African Diaspora ancestral history. It celebrates
the Light passed down from our cultures and civilizations. The Black Artists of DC and Art Impact USA invited
the artists to celebrate their ancestry. Conveying what the legacy of their ancestors have lit in their own lives,
lives of others or society as a whole, the artists have produced works worthy of this this cultural extravaganza.

About the Curator

Carolyn S. Goodridge was born in Port of Spain, the capital of Trinidad & Tobago, West Indies in 1960. She
received her B.F.A. in Painting from the University of Florida, Gainesville in 1993 and her M.F.A. from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill in 1997. She has received awards including the Amy DeGrove Founda-
tion Award and Smith Research Graduate Scholarships.

Her art work has been exhibited widely including the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York City,
Hampton University Museum, Hampton, VA, Ackland Art Museum, Chapel Hill, NC, Museum of African
American Art, Tampa, FL, Harn Museum of Art, Gainesville, FL, University Gallery, University of Florida,
Gainesville, FL, Mclver Gallery, University of North Carolina, Greensboro, NC, Stetson University College of
Law, St. Petersburg, FL, Department of the Navy, Orlando, FL, Broadway Gallery Annex, NYC and Brooklyn Boro
Hall Gallery, NY.

President of Art Impact USA, a division of Harmony Global Enterprises, Inc., Goodridge is an artist, curator,
web designer, art/internet marketing consultant, encaustic painting instructor and grant writer, working as
Chief Creative Officer for a non-profit organization, Siblings Together USA. Traveling between New York, DC
and Virginia she maintains an art studio in Colonial Beach, VA.

Carolyn 3.
Goodridge

The Sleep of Mankind, 1995
Stained Glass, 24 x 34 in.

Courtesy of the Artist,
Colonial Beach, VA
www.abstractpaintings.com







